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subjects environment by giving an idea of how
the subject interacts with its environment.
Take a look at Picture 1 for an example.

2. Perspective

The second tip | would like to bring up is about
the placement of the camera in relation to the
subject. Oftentimes, the photographer takes
the photo of the subject straight on, with the
subject facing the camera directly. Instead, it
might increase interest in the photograph by
changing the angle. Taking an angle of the
subject that isn>t usually seen can create
interest and intrigue. Additionally, taking the
photo from above or below the image can
alter the impression the viewer has of the
subject, making it more or less intimidating or
impressive.

As a related tip, try taking pictures or children
or pets at their eye level. The low angle will
help communicate their personality and help
show their expressions.

Englishe

3. Lighting

The last element | would like to touch on is
Lighting. Lighting is one of those key elements
that is often overlooked, but that easily makes
or breaks the photograph on its own. There
are two states of lighting I>Il mention here:
The direction of the lighting, and the softness/
harshness of the lighting. Front lighting
means that light is shining onto the side of
the subject that>s facing the camera. This is
the most common style of lighting, as it shows
the subject clearly. However, in certain cases
you may want to add a dramatic flair to the
photograph, and you can do that by using back
lighting, where light primarily comes from
behind the subject, leaving it as a silhouetted
shadow. Alternatively, placing the light source
at different angles (if you have control over it)
can produce interesting effects, so this is one
tool you may want to play with.

Finally, the harshness or softness of light
drastically affects the final image. A harsh light
is light that strikes the subject directly from a
single source of light, such as the sun or a single
spotlight, and creates harsh, sharp shadows
along the subject. This is most useful when
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Written and Illustrated by: Salem Sharak

Almost every single one of us has a camera in
one form or another. Whether on our phones,
with a small compact camera, or even a full-
out Digital SLR, we>ve all tried taking pictures
before. As an art, photography is about as
deep and broad as any art can get, with a
range of techniques and styles, hardware and
equipment, cameras and lenses to learn about
and experiment with.

However, what often keeps a simple snap from
being awesome artwork can be as little as a few
key tips on technique and composition, which
>l be introducing in this article. These tips
can help any photographer at any skill level
using any kind of camera: phone, compact, or
professional. Keep in mind though that, like
any art form, these tips are not meant to be

taken as strict rules to be followed at all times.
They can be bent and broken depending on
the image you are trying to create through
your photograph. In the end, keep focused on
what yous>re trying to illustrate, feel free to
experiment, and have fun!

The first and simplest tip that I>Il introduce
is about composition and is called the Rule
of Thirds. The basic premise of this tip is that
while getting ready to take the picture, split
the frame into horizontal and vertical thirds,
forming nine equal sections. Most people often
end up centering their subject. However, that
can deaden the environment of the subject.
Placing important details that you would like
to emphasize in the photo at the intersecting
lines on one side of the image can liven up the



&
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wanting to dramatically portray the subject,
whichin this case is usually inanimate. This kind
of lighting is not as flattering when it comes to
shooting people as soft lighting is. Soft lighting
is when the light is not direct, such as coming
through clouds, through frosted glass, or even
bounced off another object such as a light-
colored wall. This light fills any sharp angles or
imperfections in the face (or any subject), and
evenly lights it.

v

| hope these tips will be of some use for you.
best way to understand the full effect of the
differentelements at play when photographing
is through experimentation, so | urge you: go
out there and take some pictures!

All images ©Salem Sharak.
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